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tive role models who attend the Delsea 

Regional High School District.  You will 

find articles about these programs and 

other literacy – based activities in this 

edition of the Janvier Journal.  Also in 

this edition, you read of our annual 2nd 

Grade Art Show that was held in con-

junction with the 2nd Grade Music Pro-

gram. This was a special evening for all 

in attendance.   The return of warmer 

weather can also lead to thoughts of the 

end of the school year.  With just over a 

full marking period remaining in the 

school year, there is still much time for 

learning to occur.  With this stated, it is 

very important that parents remain aware 

of their child’s attendance as your child’s 

mastery of the skills and content present-

ed in the classroom will not only prove 

valuable for the time remaining in this 

school year but will also build the foun-

dation for their next grade level. The 

Mary F. Janvier staff continues to appre-

ciate all of the support that you have pro-

vided and we wish you an enjoyable 

spring. 
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Mr. Kobik’s Corner 

Spring is coming……really!  It has been quite a 

winter and I believe that many of us are pleased 

to see that April is here.  As winter transitions 

into spring, we remain focused as a school com-

munity towards the academic and social growth 

of our children.  The targeted character educa-

tion trait for the month of March was “Respect” 

and lessons on this topic emphasized the im-

portance of the children respecting their teach-

ers, adults in their lives, other students, them-

selves, and our building.  Our character badge 

program and the recognition of exceptional 

character acts on our school foyer “character 

wall” reinforce targeted character traits.  Addi-

tionally, we also have a character recognition 

program for the consistent demonstration of ap-

propriate behavior on the school bus.  The chil-

dren are enthusiastic towards each of these pro-

grams and are learning that good character 

should also occur outside of our school’s walls. 

As a full community we can promote this con-

cept by recognizing our children’s good charac-

ter when it is demonstrated at home, in the 

store, or during an extracurricular activity.  

Identifying our children being responsible, car-

ing, trusting, cooperating with others, and being 

respectful is certainly something that makes us 

all proud and the children need to be praised 

when they demonstrate these qualities. Of 

course, we should also remember that our chil-

dren generally learn appropriate values through 

observation of those around them.  In effect, 

one can state that values are caught and not 

taught.  Positive role models have a great im-

pact on our children’s lives and through Read 

Across America activities, Janvier’s students 

had the opportunity to interact with some posi-
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Often, while sitting in my 

office, I can see many par-

ents picking their children up 

for various reasons, hurrying 

off to dentist or doctor’s ap-

pointments.    One of the 

most disturbing issues that I 

see is the lack of seat belt use 

and car seats.  Motor vehicle 

crashes are the number one 

cause of death in children 

over the age of 6 months in the 

United States.  Children should 

never be in the front seat of the 

car, and the law says that they 

need to be 8 years old or over 

80 pounds to be out of the car 

seat.  Regardless of the law, 

we want our children to be safe 

and develop good habits. So 

the next time you are in a hur-

ry, remember that the most 

The children in the First Grade are be-
coming great writers in their Writer's 
Workshop this year.  In the third unit, 
they were writing a "How-to" booklet, 
explaining the steps to follow when you 
are doing something.  They also learned 
how to write a friendly letter.   In the 
fourth unit, they are expressing their 
opinion, which first graders love to do.   
In Writer's Workshop, when the children 
are writing an opinion piece, they need 
to first state their opinion, then give sev-
eral reasons supporting their opinion 

and finally, restate their opinion.   
For the unit assessment, they will be 
writing a book review of their favor-
ite book or favorite author.  They will 
follow the same steps, but will tell 
about their favorite character  and 
their favorite part in the story.  The 
children  will finish by stating if they 
would recommend this book to their 
friends.  The children will also be 
using Word on the computer to type 
their book reviews.  Our computer 
teacher, Mrs. Graff, has been teach-

What is Your Opinion? 

Car Seat Safety 
important person is your child and 

they need to be in a car seat, buck-

led in and watching you buckle up, 

as well.  Good habits start when 

they are young.  Remember, your 

child will drive someday.   

Submitted by: 

Mrs. Giangiulio, RN, BSN 

  

ing them how to use Word to cre-
ate a document.     We can't wait to 
see their final pieces! 
 
Submitted by:   
The First Grade Teachers 
 

Out of the Art Classroom…2014 Second Grade Art Show  

Down the hallways 

and in the APR of 

Janvier Elementary, 

2nd Grade artwork 

illuminated the walls 

wonderfully. The 

displays were created in celebration 

of Youth Art Month and were pre-

sented during the annual 2nd Grade 

Music & Art Program. Just by 

walking  the halls, you could tell 

how much hard work the 2nd Grad-

ers had put into their projects 

throughout the year! From embel-

lished Greek plates to upside-down 

snowmen, our students exhibit-

ed their tremendous talent and 

artistic skill. During the Art 

Show, students were able to 

show their parents, teachers, 

and administrators what they 

have been learning in Art, and 

the unique artwork they created 

for each lesson. Students and 

parents also enjoyed following a 

“scavenger hunt” where each 

project had a letter to match a 

secret message on a paper. It 

was a great night! Programs like 

Art and Music are important as 

they inspire and encourage 

students to express them-

selves.  “Brain building” that 

occurs as students develop 

their higher order thinking 

skills in Art & Music, also 

helps in their regular class-

room. Thank you to the par-

ents, PTA, administration, and 

teachers for your support of 

the arts! Also, a big thank you 

to our Second Graders-you in-

spire me every day! 

Submitted by:   

Ms. Doulis 
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the Kindergarten and First Grade 

classrooms to give each child 

their own “Cat in the Hat” cos-

tume!  The Delsea Middle School 

students read their favorite Dr. 

Seuss stories, and explained to 

every class the importance of 

reading. The Second Grade stu-

dents traveled to Delsea High 

School for their presentation fa-

cilitated by the Library Media 

Specialist and Ninth Grade teach-

ers. The Ninth Graders, who 

wrote and illustrated their own 

stories, read them to the young-

er children.  Additional activities 

included a hat making activity 

from "Cat in the Hat", a reading 

response activity and fun pages 

that correlated with some of the 

Second Graders' favorite literature 

selections.  At the conclusion of the 

visit, the children had the opportuni-

ty to preview the Delsea High School 

Musical, "Shrek".  Read Across 

America Day was a huge success for 

both Janvier and Delsea students! 

Happy Reading! 

Mrs. Monaghan and Ms. McCloskey 

 

The Kindergarten classes cel-

ebrated the100th Day of 

School by dressing up as if 

they were 100 years old. 

Many of the children were 

very creative in looking that 

old! Fun activities were done 

throughout the day in Mrs. Fisch's 

class. The children exercised for 

100 seconds and counted to see 

how many hops, jumping  jacks, 

and sit ups they could do in that 

time frame. The students also 

counted for 100 seconds while 

Mrs. Fisch bounced a ball.  

 

Pictured: Mrs. Fisch's class 

100 Years Old on the 100th Day! 

What a wonderful 

time we had on 

Read Across 

America Day cele-

brating Dr. Seuss’ 

birthday!  All the 

classes had a spe-

cial visit from the 

“Cat in the Hat” who showed 

us just how much fun reading 

can be.  The Kindergarten and 

First Grade students were 

treated to a special assembly 

put together by the Delsea 

Middle School Storytelling 

Club.  Students learned all 

about Dr. Seuss, and sang 

"Read Read Read A Book" to-

gether!  Later in the day, the 

Middle School Students visited 



 teachers, so more individual atten-

tion may be given to the students.  

Ms. Trapp and I will co-teach some 

lessons and will work cooperatively 

on others. We look forward to the 

games and activities that we will be 

teaching the children.   

Submitted by: 

Mrs. Szalabofka 

 P.E. Teacher 

 

R E A D I N G  F LU E N C Y   

Welcome  Miss Trapp  
Don’t be surprised if you hear 

your youngster say, “We have 

TWO Physical Education teach-

ers!”  We welcome Ms. Samantha 

Trapp from Rowan University.  

She will be with us for eight 

weeks as part of her require-

ments to become a certified 

teacher of Health and Physical 

Education.  Having a student 

teacher in our classroom allows 

the students to experience a va-

riety of teaching methods, and 

provides our classroom with two 

low are features of a reader’s voice 
that make them sound fluent and 
not like a robot: 
 Read at the same speed you use 

when talking to a friend. 
 Keep your volume loud enough 

for your audience to hear you. 
 Use a smooth storyteller voice. 
 Change your voice to match the 

mood. 
 String words together like you 

are talking. 
 Notice punctuation and match 

your voice to it. 

As we integrate science 

into our learning, the stu-

dents continue to make in-

credible progress learning 

Microsoft Word.  Our Kin-

dergarteners are learning 

about their five senses and 

are working on typing sen-

tences with proper spac-

ing, punctuation, and capi-

talization.  Our First Grad-

Parents often ask, "Is it okay that 
my child reads each word in a sen-
tence one by one?” Let’s focus on 
fluency, it’s more than how fast 
you can read.  Part of being a 
“fluent” reader is to sound like 
you’re having a conversation when 
you’re reading.  When we talk, we 
say a few words, take a breath, say 
a few words, take a breath.  Read-
ing is the same way.  Smooth read-
ers say 4 to 5 words at a time; they 
do not read one word at a time in 
isolation.  The qualities listed be-

 Look for quotation marks, char-
acters need a voice. 

Submitted by:  The Reading Inter-
ventions and Strategy (RISE) Team: 
Mrs. Griffin, Mrs. Hoffman,  
Mrs. Rickershauser, & Mrs. Sharkey 

   

ers are studying plant growth  

while making diagrams using 

Digital Tools and citing facts 

in a bulleted list in Word.  In 

Second Grade, students will 

begin a unit on life cycles as 

they continue to use Word and 

begin to use PowerPoint.   Al-

so, Second Grade students will 

be assessed on their 

knowledge of computer vo-

cabulary.  Please review the 

study guide that has been sent 

home.  Keep up the great work 

boys and girls! 

 

Submitted by: 

Mrs. Graff 

Computer Literacy 

P A G E  4  


